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represented far more interests than the chapters, monastic
and secular, with whom, legally, the right of electing
bishops lay. This, moreover, was the period in which,
although episcopal elections were in theory free and their
procedure a matter of law, appeals to the Papacy were-
continuous and unchecked, and the Papacy, impartial or
interested according to the political occasion, was concerned
more intimately than ever before in English affairs, The
Crown, too, wished to exert influence; but certain of con-
trolling neither the chapters who made the elections nor
the metropolitans who confirmed them, it was itself con-
trolled, in the different phases of the reign, by different
sets of politicians. In these circumstances it would seem
possible that the personnel of the episcopate was not the
result of the unfettered choice of the cathedral chapters,
but the outcome of a complicated interplay of forces, local
and central, political and personal, over the appointment
of successive bishops: sometimes royal or papal control
proving the stronger, sometimes the rights of local cathedral
clergy or the influence of local magnates.
With the object of seeing how far such a supposition is
justified by facts, the conduct of elections and the extent
of the external influence over the cathedral chapters may be
examined. This examination involves in the first place a
study of the canonical rules for celebrating elections, in
order to discover the ordinary legal control which King,
Metropolitan, and Pope possessed over the choice of the
cathedral chapter. In the second place it involves a study
of any evidence of illegal control or extraordinary influence
which can be found in notes and records of the elections
made during the period.